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they were highly aberrant lamellibranchs, and they can
be traced back to Upper Jurassic fossils which diverge
very slightly from the ordinary cockles of the period.
The Rudists have been given the status of a super-
family of several families, so that even if their origin
from the family Cardiidae be doubted, they are a case of
evolution beyond the limits of a family.1

For general accounts of the Rudists, see DOUVILLE, H.} 1936, " Les,
Rudistes et leur evolution," Bull. Soc, GeoL, France (5), v3 319-
358, pi. xv; and Cox, L. R., 1933, " The Evolutionary History of
the Rudists," Proc. GeoL Assoc., xliv, 379-388.